Rome, 19th June 1952

Dear lionsignor Masterson,

Firat of all, I want to congratulate you for the
Pontifical Decoration recently conferred on you,

In reply to your kind letter of the 10th inst, I
hasten to inform you that the % Italien Catholic Center " has judged
the f£il " Don Camillo " %o be " publiocly visibdle for everybody " owing
to the following reasons 3

: The story taken from the well known book of Guareachi
in animatad by a sense of human kindness which in +the eénd prevails over
the faeiional contrasts, The film has been declared * publicly viaible
for all =,

Perhepa you will be surprised at our judgment, imt
I can assure you, that befors judging the f£ilm , I have been acting cau~
tlously and the f£1lm has been seen by thres committees and alsc by some
very cautious clergyman, We know very well here Guareschi's book and every-
body knows what he thinks ,f communism, The opinion of the I%alian Catholies
has been favourable, whilet the communists have critieized it aharp_iy.

Also the episode of the confession which is not
very nice in itself, has been tolerated, as it is evidens, that there iam
only the quemstion of a word,

The above hamsd £ilm bas been meen by many people and
also by many priests ( the Oratoric &i San Pietro has put it on the program
for the priests of Reme during three days) and I have not had & aingle
protest as to our judgment. Also the Catholic eritics have accepted if,
Nevertbeless we have made some cbjections as can be seen from a long
article in our " Rivigta ddl Cinematografo ¥,

While I can essure you that® the {,.0,0: has been
a¢ting sericusly and cautiounsly, I also want to point out o yow, that
I perfectly understend your doubdts about the filn}-’.' I am convinced thak
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every Natlonal Office has to take into gonsideration the parkieula.r
sensibility of the Catholics 4Ff its omn country,

It may be, that this £ilm is not fit for the United Staté‘é?
and it is up o you to judge it =o.

I have indirectly got to Imow that the Producers are willing
to meke all the necessary changesj this only seld for your informationt

Of course , in this case, thé Pontifical Gommitiee Goeg not
intend %o interfers, a8 also with regerd ‘o all the obther films and
wenta the National Catholic Centers o be completely fres as to any
Judgment,

Bast remembrance and kind regards to you and to the Rev. -Ea'kher
Little,

Yours faithfully




