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ITALY’S GUARESCHI USES
HUMOR FOR HIS WEAPON

by WINTHROP SARGEANT

HE most adroit and cffective anti-Communist
propagendist in Europe is a barrel-chssted,
piratical-looking [talian who bears a discon-
certingly popeyed resemblance to Josef Stalin. He
is Traly’s lending hvimoriss as well as a devout and
assionate monarchist. His name is Giovannino
uareschi (pronounced Gwaresky). As editor, prin.
cipal writer and cartoonist of Milan’s humorous
weekly, ido, Guareschi has for seven years
been subjecting I:aldy’s Communists to such a with-
ering barrage of ridicule that the captions on his
cartoons have become conventional catch phrases
in nearly every cafe in the country.

Guaregchi's all-out assault is now being stepped
up, partly through his owa prodigious efforts and
partly as the result of the cumulative effect of his
past contributions, Recently Guareschi moved into
a rural villa near his native city to p:;}:are dialogue
for a new anti-Communist movie. Working three
days a week on this project, he still was able to
turn out five stories and six cartoons—all bitingly
anti-Communist—rfor the latest issue of Candide.
Meanwhile, a movie based on his first best-sellin
book, The Littie World of Dor Camills, is a hit &
over Europe and will soon be released in the U.S.
A el, Don Camillo and his Flock (Pellegrini &
Cudahy, $3), already is a best.seller.

Guareschi's new movie will eleborate the adven.
tures of Don Camillo, the ham-handed [talian priest
he created for (and who is 9ull the etar of) Candido.
Don Camillo holds conversations with Jesus Christ
and fights Communism with guile and force in his
little parish in the Po Valley. His skill in outwit-
ting Communists and his habit, alwagrs deprecated
by Jesus, of relying oa his fsts, have been recorded
in translations from the English to the Hindustani.

Don Camillo's popularity is party due to the
charm and humor with which Guareschi has writ-
ten about him. But he is more than an amusin%
Erovinm'a.l priest chrewdly battling for the souls o

is peasant flock. He iz the personification of a
force that is heavily to be reckoned on as an ally
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inst the Soviet in southern and western Cath:
:ﬁmEurope. Hig conflicts with the authorities of
his native vﬂ]ﬂs::. symbolize, on an intimate huma
scale, one of the most dramatic struggles of ¢
centemporary world: that between Marxiam and it
most implacable enemy, the Catholic Church.
Nowhere is this struggle quite a5 close to home{
as it is in Ttaly, where the most profound and de:
rooted Catholicism rubs elbows with the secon
most -powerful Communist movement in Europes
Nowhere in Italy is the struggle 33 relentless saiif
is in the comparatively prosperows agricultural an
industrial north. Here, in Don Camillo’s nativ g
rovince, in the triangle lying roughly betweody
ilan, Bologna and Venice, a large part of thechl
population has, for nearly a hundred ycars, Vo!ed b
extreme left-wing tickets. i
Yet such is the operstic nature of the [talianl C
temperament that the sharp edges of ideologicdill re
issues are continually bluxred by intrigue, comiill w
promise, drama, conlusion and emotion. In lulyzl t
one may be a Communist and = Catholic at thelll:
same time. In Italy leading industrislists oftcn give . 0
large sums of money to the Communist party ing: ot
the hope ofb.ribinari}t‘ 10 refrain from calling strikes [ d:
and slowdowns, ile Minister of the Interior ,ﬁ‘w
Mario Scelba’s Italian police are still busy tracking i !
down huge Communist arsenals of Tommy gunt 3, it
and grenades collected after the last war, ItalisnJff: o
Communists are daily entering Catholic con{ea-_',.'?_!
sionale in the hope of gaining absolution for anti; ¢ I
Catholic political murders. A i
Nino Guareschi himself was recently spproached 3 b
by a delegation of Cemmunists who ioped hewll: b
might help them organize a monarchist wing of thigll® w
Communist party, 5I‘i'wugl:n he declined this com
fusing honor; he points with enthusiasm to g8l
fact !f)lt these monarcho-Communists were not i
tellectugls but rank and file workers. The Lild$
W orld of Don Camille, as a movie, brokc all bex
office records in the small Ttalian towns that it}
the very center of Communiam’s traditional strong

in



§ them against a wall and maching-gun them

peentimental, religious, impu
bdercd [talians like his character Peppone, the Com-
bmunist mayor of the Don Cami
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hold in the Po Valley triangle. Meanwhile I;aly’s

priests, newly invigorated by the belligerent exam.
ple of Don Camille himself, have taken in inereas.
mg aumbers to flexing their muscles and jauntily
showing themselves on motorcycles.

The problems of party members

EN Nino Guareschi gets on the subject of
Communism, his eyes bulge, he flails his

chest and he lapses into the dialect of his native
Parma, which he uses for al! subjects that generate

, freat emotional heat. He is fond of comparing the

resent comparatively quicscent state of Italian

p Lommunism 10 a live bomb of which the fuse hag

temporarily extinguished. All it needa is an-

¥ other match to set it off. The solid core of Iraly’s
{ Communist party is, Guareschi feels, beyond the
%4 reach of his propsganda. "The only thing

to do
with them,” he aays enthusiastically, “is to stand
But the mass following of the [talian bommu-
it movement is some inF else. It congists of

i sive and often bewil-

stories. Guares-
¢hi’s technique is to detach the ltalian Communist.
0-the-street from hie party leadera by stressing the

peonfliets of conscience and commen sense that

r plague him when he tries to follow party discipline.

{For several years Guareschi ran weekly cartoong

nvolving a character known as "“the Party Mem.

B ber Who Is also a Father,” in which he depicted a

B vhile hiding from thc eagle eyes of the

harassed psrent furtively being kind to his family
arty ap-

g paratus. Later he evolved another eeries of eartoons

captioned “Obedience, Blind, Immediate and Ab.
solute,” involving a group of stupefied, bureauc.
mey-barried, carnest-minded Communists, all mak.
ing elaborate mistakes due to misinterpretations of
their party orders, Guareschi draws his Commu.

Minists with three nostrils (“When ] found myself
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EDITOR Guareschi (cen.
ter) poses with his assisg.
ants Minardi (lfi) end
Marzoni, only other Can.
dido ateffers who are al
lowed 10 wear musteches.

having to deseribe the terrific anger of them, I
realized that two nostrils were not sufficient to re.
lease the pressure of the steam from inside their
lungs™), The expression "three nostrils” (tre na.
rict) promptly became 2 byword in Jpolitical argu-
ments all over Italy, and the crowning insult that
ended most of them was "Bah, shut up! You with
the three nostrils!”

Guareschi even took to drawing his Communist
women with three breasts. *Look what Russia has
done for women!" he would explain with mock ad.
miration. These cartoons, each turned out in about
10 minutes, bave plastered the pages of Candido
every week wirhout?em -“It's lucky I can’t draw,”
he observes, “If I coul
time and effore.”

For years Guarcachi has been printing in Can.
dide » little column of anecdote and humor about
his family. The family consists of two ing,
energetic youngsters, Albertino, 12, and Carloa,
9, who already show some talent for cartooning,
and his good-looking, dark-haired wife, Mar erita,
They criticize Guareschi’s Bohemian habits of
dress (he almost never wears a necktic and con.
siders a coat a “'uniform”), his potentially homi-
eidal drivini and the bull-like energy with which
he devotes himself 1o politics. “My wife,” he ob.
serves, not without satisfaction, is not interested
in the least in what I write. She never reads my
magazine, She thinks it is too full of political facts,
She has o very limited culture. Still, ghe has g
very developed sense of criticism. Sometimes |
force her to listen to something I bave written.
Her criticism is alwaya right. I had to drag her by
foroe to see the movie Camillo. She didn's
think much of it. But,” he adds, expanding pleas-
urably, “she is an excellont cook. Her torcellini

it would take much more

" ¢on ricotta and her ccgpcl!ezu are magnificent,”

Like all natives of Parma, Guareschi loves food
and the good, slightly effervescent Lambrusco wine
that is made from the grapes of the Emilian Plain.
And, like most humorists, he claims to have an
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GUARESCHI CONTINLED .

uleer which he deseribes snghically with agonized gestures aff
tears in his eyes. At the end of such 2 harrowing description, hof
ever, he often consumes huge plates of boiled beane and tuna £
drowned in clive oil.

Nino Guareschi wag born 44 yesrs ago in the little outlyu
town of Fontanelle di Parma, not far from the birthplace of Gig
seppe Verdi. Fontanelle was at that time “an island of socialis
in 1 sea of Communigm.” At the time when he first saw the light §
a small bedchamber in the building that housed the Socislist parg,
hesdquarters, & huge party rally was taking pisce in the stref
outside. It was the first day of May, a Socialist a5 well as a Ce
munist boliday. E

Overcome with the drama of Nino’s birth on so augpicious 3
occasion, the Sonialist Jesder rushed into the bedchamber and hel
the newborn infant in the window for the crowd to see. "TY
champion of the workers is born," lie cried, amid frenzied applaw
from the workers below.

Guareschi's father was a local landowner and dealer in mech
cal gadgets, and his mother was a schoolteacher. During the Itali
financial crisis of 1926-27 his parents lost all their money, bein
forced even to sell the beds on which the family slept. Ning
yanked out of echool where he had been rather good at classich
studies, got a job as doorman st & sugar refinery in Parma, and theg
drifted into journalism. He rose rapidly. On Parma's newspapq
the Corriere Emiliano, he started out as proofreader at a salary ¢
290 lire (about $15) a month. Later, he recalls, *] became lodk
news editor and ]ftoufreader; then I was made sports editor an
proofreader; finally I became editor-in.chief and proofreader.’ Of
the side be drew advertising posters and ran a humorous magazid

blished every three months for which he did his fust cartoond

¢ also taught the mandolin, '

In 1936 he decided to try his luck in a bigzer city and went | B
Milan, where he got 2 job on a humorous weckly. After a moi} M5

he was back in Parma trying to persuade a girl he knew there § ;f ?
come with him to Milan and marry him. The girl was reluctant by ?"'s
went to see him off at the station. There Guareschi gave her o °

ultimatum. Either she would come with him on the train to Mily o
immediately, or he would never come back to Parma agajn. The g ; f"‘;

went along, with only a handkerchief for bagzage. She didn’t ew
say goodby to her family. On their arrival Guareschi gave her S ©°°
lire and said, "This evening [ want to eat at home.” The gi] ™
tramped the streets, found a furnished room, bought an a A
ate assormment of groceries and cooked him a dinner, Short
ward she became Mrs. Guareschi.

Guareschi had always had a certain distaste for Mussolini’s g0
ernment, though he remepabered no rule but Fascism. One nigh}
in 1942 his disteste erupted in 4 monumental drunk in whidy
Cuareschi went staggering about the etreets of Milan roaring irhI
sults at the government. He was jailed for a week. Then, to avoid] S
trial, he joined the lalian army at 2 licutenant in an artillery regy
ment. A year later Italy signed an armistice with the Allies, anif
Guareschi, in German hands, was gent off t0.a concentration camy Be
in Poland. When he returned home after the war, his weight hadf “°¢
dropped from 196 to a bare 99 pounds. A vast diet of his favorir:me;
foods and plenty of good wine restored Guareschi to health, ané u'
he was soon back in journalism. In 1945 he founded Candido, ths <
magazine that was to make him famous. i noe

t was during Candido's early years that Guareschi thought o 13
the character of Don Camillo. He had become very homesick food ot

4 Fer
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THREE-NOSTRILLED RED is Guareschi cartoon trademark, Here oneo(J g"
hia ""comrades” breathes a “"black and humid spirit” over strifc-torn Manr, § *°
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« TWO DON CAMILLOS, one Guaresehi’s sketch from
his book and the other Fernandel's mavie version, are
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i Guareschi mentions a priest he
Aol Trepalle, who used to make money for his church by smupgling

‘el gatire,

8hown in the same scene—Don Camillo tolling his chureh
bella in order 1o heckle a nearby Communist meeting.

his pative Parma and kept thinking nestalgically about the people
of surrounding Emilia and their social and human problems, He

fihad also painted a little picture that still hange on the wall of one

of his studios depicting a priest standing in a meadow looking
meditatively at a Hock of sheep. There were also other models;
ew in the northern border town

rontraband tobacco between Italy and Switzerland, and who be.

{eame eo succesaful at this illegal operation that he was ablc to build

the town & p]s{gruund and & power station. The contzrols of the
wer station, however, were in the cellar of his house, and when
is parishioners failed to attend mass regularly, he would cut of
their electricity until they reformed. Putting these ingredients to-
sether, with a dash of gentle humanity and large helpings of politi-
Guareachi evolved his formula. It has served him for
bundreds of stories which, if they are not great literature, are at
least among the most pertinent and penetrating examples of humor
to come out of postwar Italy.
Curiously, the book that was made up of the collected stories

jrever aroused much interest in Italy until it wae chosen by the

Book-of-the-Month Club in America. Guaresehi's rival newspaper.
en were so jealous of his success with Candido that no Italian

ijpublication ever carried a review of it. "It is true that mg life wag
Jflreatened a couple of times before the lass elections,”
jtouments, “but aside from my brother journalists I have no real

uareschi

memies.”
When Julien Duvivier, the French film director, decided to

Huake a movic of Don Camillo starring the crag-faced comedian
Sfemnandel, Guareschi went on a tour of Emilia with him looking
#or a town that would serve as an ideal loeation.

ginle place called Brescello, which hed typical old-fashioned ar-

They hit on 2
ded strects, a rather pretty public square and a church, and wes
hotbed of Communist activity. Before they had even got started,
the Communist party hed founded a Brescello Film C%ub, where
irescello’s 2,000 population could diseuss the eultural aspects of
fhe cinema.

B The frst action of the club was to denounce Guareschi’s as yet

T indecent and insulting t6 the workers. Guareschi

githe aympathics of his audience.
lie pointed out that his principal Communist charscter, Peppone,

fecepted the challenge and appeared before a mass meeting of

Alrescello’s entire population. After listening to the Communist
M@kl of the argument, Guaresehi got up and pointed gur that it was

possible to judge whether the Blm was insulting or not, when it
not yet been shot. He asked the Communist epeaker whether
hsd ever read The Little World of Don Camillo. The answer was

a0, but Guareschi had written it, and therefore it must be ageingt

he interests of the workers, Astutely, Guaresshi bef.gan to play on
He read passages from his book,

CONTINUED ON NEXT Pact
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GUARESCHI cosminuso

was actually a very nice fellow. *I think,” he concluded in 2 -
noble crescendo, “that I am doing something that is exceptional,
something that is prodigiows, something that no other wnter has
ever dome: [ have succeeded in ing a Communist syms:-
thetic.” There were mollificd murmurs from the crowd. But the 3
following day the local newspaper (Communist dominated) re- -3
corded in banner headlines that Guareschi had been defeated by 4
overwhelming public sentiment. \
He carried the fight to nearby Reggio, a larger town, whese the 80
Comenunists had their hesdquarters. Here an enormous mas -
meeting took place. I think that it was the fust time in history .
that 20,000 people got together to diecuss a book,” he obscrves. oil
At this meeting too, Guareschi managed by guile and charm o @
swing the audience 1o his side. The result was a near lynching for 3"
one of hie Communist listencrs who was severely beaten by a fow it
unpersuaded comrades for loudly expressing the opinion that 3¥r
Guareschi was right. i o
By the time éuareschi wag through, the entire populstion of 44"
Brescello was clamoring enthusjastically for jobs as extras in the
film, and one Communist cell leader had applied to Communis!
headquarters for permission to appear as a minor character. To,
the surprise of everyone but Guareschi, permission was granted.,
With a ﬁOd proportion of Brescello’s Communists in the crowd,
scenes, 1he Luttle World of Don Camillo was shot and everybody
was thrilled to be in the movies. 4
After it wag all over and the movie was being shown to wildlyy
cheering audiences in Brescello’s diminutive movie theater, Bres i3
cello was richer by a huge income from the company’s roomn and 78
board and by a new football field which the oo;gany had con- i
structed for use in some of the scemes. The only dizgrunted']
echoes came from the priest of Brescello's church, who felt he did /3
not get paid enough for the use of its facade as s backdrop, and |3
from Guareschi himself. It seems to him that the picture wasi
made in such an atmosphere of charm and good humor that it-fj
anti-Communist punch got lost by the wayside. Its principal Com-{'§
munist character, Peppone, came out altogether too nice a fallow (¢
to please Guareachi. “Mr. Duvivier,” complains Guareschi, “was 3
scared to death of the Comraunists, He did not want 1o expoge him- 4 -
36lf 100 much. The film lacks the quality of the book. The worst
of it ig, the Communists lke it.” g
Despite this frustration Nino Guareachi is riding the crest of g
his carcer as a successful author with expansive good bumar, Be
tween huge meals of tortellini con ricotta with Larabrusce winc and ']
the care of a remarkably quiescent uleer he continues to goaw
away happily at the solidanity of Italy's Communists. Frequenty 3
he visits his home town of Fontanelle di Parma, where cven ths ' §
Communists consider him a great public celebrity. 1 go there:§
mainly to eat for pleasure,” he explainz. “'In Milan eating is mezely \

a duty.” 1
A?;w months ago Guareschi took his family to Paris for the
gala opening of the film. It was the only time, except for his in-. d
carceration in a Polish concentration camp, that he had ever boen |4
away from Italy, snd he returned as quickly as possible. “Now .
that I have traveled,” he says proudly, "I know that I could be J
really happy only in Fomaneﬁ:.” S =

-

¢
z

PRAISE FROM THE PREMIER, Alcide de Gasperi, pleased Guaresehi, ;i
olthough Italy's leading etatesman wap critical of the movie version of Dor i
Camilla, which he felt was wo goft on Reds. Guareschi agreed and is wriing 3
dialog for new mevie persenally to make sure his views are not watered down. §;




